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This study examines the syllabic structure of instructional vocabulary found in the first volume
of Al-Kitaab fii Ta‘allum al-‘Arabiyya, one of the most widely adopted textbooks for teaching
Arabic as a foreign language. The main objective is to explore how the book presents syllable
patterns over the course of its lessons and whether it reflects a pedagogical progression in
phonological complexity that supports learners’ gradual acquisition of Arabic sounds. Grounded
in the principles of Arabic syllable phonology, the study employs a quantitative and applied
linguistic approach to classify vocabulary items into syllabic patterns such as CV, CVC, CVV,
and CVVC.

A manually curated corpus was compiled from the lesson texts and vocabulary sections of the
textbook, and each word was analyzed for its syllabic structure based on standard Arabic
phonotactic rules. The frequency and distribution of each pattern were recorded and compared
across lessons to detect trends and shifts in structural complexity. The analysis revealed that
while the book generally follows a pattern of progressive syllabic difficulty, certain complex
forms (e.g., CVCC) appear early, potentially posing pronunciation challenges for beginning
learners.

The significance of this study lies in its ability to offer measurable linguistic insights into how
Arabic is presented in foundational language curricula. By identifying prevalent and challenging
syllabic forms, this research provides educators with practical data to inform pronunciation
instruction and material design. Moreover, it supports the integration of syllabic awareness into
teaching strategies, particularly in early-stage language learning.

The study concludes with pedagogical recommendations, including the sequencing of
vocabulary based on syllabic simplicity, the design of targeted oral exercises, and the use of
syllable analysis in curriculum development for Arabic as a second or foreign language. This
contribution adds to the field of applied linguistics by bridging phonological analysis with

educational practice.
© 2025 IUSRJs’. OpenAccess
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